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FROM THE CHAIRMAN

At their meeting held on 3 June 2016,
Avon Fire Authority Members
Voted:

Members of Avon Fire Authority were pleased to see the
new Avon Fire & Rescue Service fire station at Hicks
Gate go operational on Tuesday 19 April.
As well as serving the communities of Keynsham and
Brislington, the station’s access to the road networks will
ensure support can also be provided into Bristol, South
Gloucestershire and Bath.
Hicks Gate Fire Station has been built by Willmott
Dixon at a cost of £5.4 million and replaces stations at
Keynsham, which was crewed by on-call firefighters and
was closed last November, and Brislington which also
closed on Tuesday 19 April.
The new station will also provide a state-of-the-art base
and training facilities for our staff which will ensure the
continuation of the excellent service we provide to the
community.
The building of Hicks Gate Fire Station is part of
the Service’s cost saving ‘Investing for the Future’
programme. The works have already seen the extension
of Kingswood Fire Station, which was merged with the
nearby Speedwell Fire Station last year.
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• Cllr Peter Abraham to be Chairman of the
Fire Authority for the coming year and Cllr(s)
Mike Drew and Christopher Jackson as Vice
Chair(s).
Welcomed:
• New Members to the Fire Authority,
Councillors Jos Clark, Kye Dudd, Hibaq
Jama, Brenda Massey, Clive Stevens and
Mhairi Threlfall.
Approved:
• The appointment of Representatives on
Other Bodies.
• The Governance Report of the Monitoring
Officer including new Committees being set
up.
• The Integrated Risk Management Plan,
Savings Plan and Re-investing for the Future
project.
Noted:
• The ongoing work of Service Delivery Risk Reduction and Intelligence.
• Incidents and press update for March and
April 2016.

Preventing and Protecting
What’s happening in your area?
South Gloucestershire
The Everest ladder climb at Cribbs Causeway on
Saturday 14 May raised a staggering £2,311.92 during
the eight hour climb.
Green Watch Patchway gave invaluable assistance
on the day along with individuals from Thornbury,
Clevedon, Yatton and Weston.
The Rainbow Centre for Children and The Fire
Fighters Charity will have in excess of £1,400 each.

Elected members
Councillor N Barrett (Conservative)
Councillor K Cranney (Conservative)
Councillor T Davis (Liberal Democrat)
Councillor M Drew (Vice Chair)
(Liberal Democrat)
Councillor S Pomfret (Conservative)
Councillor I Scott (Labour)

Bristol
Former firefighter Jeff Lovell has been elected as
Bristol’s Lord Mayor.
Jeff spent 30 years in AF&RS and was based at
Bedminster Fire Station for 22 years.
Jeff entered politics 11 years ago after his retirement
and has served as a ward councilor for Filwood and
has been a member of various council committees
including the Fire Authority.
The post of Lord Mayor is a ceremonial and nonpolitical role, to represent Bristol at major events and
formal occasions during the year.
The Lord Mayor is chosen from the 70 councillors who
represent the wards of Bristol.

Elected members
Councillor P Abraham (Chairman)
(Conservative)
Councillor J Clark (Liberal Democrats)
Councillor K Dudd (Labour)
Councillor C Jackson (Vice Chair)
(Labour)
Councillor H Jama (Labour)
Councillor B Massey (Labour)
Councillor C Phipps (Labour)
Councillor C Stevens (Green Party)
Councillor M Threlfall (Labour)
Councillor C Windows (Conservative)

North Somerset
On Monday 9 May, around 20 people attended a
recruitment event at Weston-super-Mare Fire Station.
Visitors were able to meet the crew and familiarise
themselves with the required commitments of the RDS
role.
Group Manager Matthew Hunt said: “Becoming a
retained firefighter is a great opportunity to make a
positive impact in your local community.”
Bath & North East Somerset
The new fire station at Hicks Gate went operational on
Tuesday 19 April, with Green Watch the first crew to
call the new station home.
The first call received by the new station was a false
alarm to Keynsham Civic Centre.
On the same day as Hicks Gate went operational,
Brislington was closed.

Elected members
Councillor J Barber (Conservative)
Councillor D Davies (Independent)
Councillor B Garner (Conservative)
Councillor M Williams (Conservative)
Councillor N Wilton (Conservative)

Elected members
Councillor C Barrett (Conservative)
Councillor N Butters (Liberal
Democrat)
Councillor A Hale (Conservative)
Councillor M Shelford (Conservative)

The number of community safety events attended to deliver fire safety messages between April
and May is 31 and the number of Home Fire Safety Visits carried out is 1358.

Responding
Incidents of note

Working together

Family helped to safety by firefighters after receiving
life-saving advice
Wednesday 9 March
01.59hrs Coniston Road, Patchway, Bristol
A family of five were rescued by crews after a fire
blocked the escape route from their home.
The Service received a call reporting the blaze in the
communal stairway of a two storey block of flats. The
first floor fire had blocked the escape routes of three flats
on that level.
One of the flats was occupied by two adults and three
children; the oldest aged six-years old and the youngest
a three-week old baby.
After receiving the 999 call an Avon Fire & Rescue
Service Control operator remained on the phone with
the caller for more than 20 minutes providing life-saving
advice and reassurance during the incident.
With their escape route blocked, the Fire Control
operator advised the family to gather together in one
bedroom, seal gaps under the doors with towels and
to sit on the floor to stay beneath any smoke that might
enter the flat.
The family were provided with reassurance that help
was on its way and that firefighters were tackling the fire
outside their front door.
Four firefighters in breathing apparatus used a high
pressure hose and jet to tackle the fire which had filled
the stairwell with thick, acrid smoke. Once the fire was
extinguished all five people were walked to safety
uninjured.
The advice provided by the Fire Control operator
ensured the family did not attempt to escape through the
thick smoke – just a few breaths of which would have
proved fatal.
The male occupant of a flat on the first floor was also led
to safety by firefighters. Crews forced entry to the third
flat which was found to be unoccupied.
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Exercise Sovereign
Avon Fire & Rescue Service (AF&RS)
took part in Exercise ‘Sovereign’ to
test the initial response to a simulated
aircraft incident involving a commercial
passenger airliner at Bristol Airport.
The three hour exercise began with
a simulated call from a Bristol-bound
commercial aircraft experiencing trouble
in engaging the undercarriage.
A full emergency was declared and
a mock aircraft was used at the fire
ground training area for crews to
demonstrate firefighting and passenger
rescue.
The exercise tested Bristol Airport
Rescue and Firefighting Service’s
response to and management of the
initial stages of an aircraft accident and
collaboration with AF&RS.
There was also opportunity to test the
interoperability of the joint emergency
responders as well as the Crisis
Management Centre.
World War Two bomb discovered in
Bath
A World War Two bomb weighing 500
pounds was discovered by builders at
the Royal High School, known locally
as Hope House, on Lansdown Road in
Bath at 16.40hrs on Thursday 12 May.
Crews supported the Police to set up a
300 metre cordon and residents were
evacuated to Bath Racecourse and the
city’s Guildhall and Pavilion.
A huge sand blast barrier had to be
built using 250 tonnes of sand around
the rusting device by the military before
it was deactivated by the Explosive
Ordnance Disposal team.
After the unexploded bomb was
safely removed and sent for controlled
explosion the cordon was lifted and
evacuated residents were able to return
to their homes and roads reopened.

Avon Fire Authority News

Find out more about us:
For information about our work, how quickly we aim to get to you in an
emergency, fire safety advice for yourself or someone you think may
find it useful, a fire risk assessment for your business, how to invite us
to a community event or if you are interested in working for Avon Fire
& Rescue Service you can contact us on 0117 926 2061.
Contact us:
Chairman of Avon Fire Authority, Councillor Peter Abraham:
peter.abraham@bristol.gov.uk
Vice Chair of Avon Fire Authority, Councillor Chris Jackson:
christopher.jackson@bristol.gov.uk
Vice Chair of Avon Fire Authority, Councillor Mike Drew:
mike.drew@southglos.gov.uk
For committee information and papers contact Lynette White on
0117 926 2061 extension 233.
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Visit our website at www.avonfire.gov.uk
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